Growth rate Exercise using the newspaper 
Objectives: To have students learn how to calculate the growth rate for a particular month in their hometown.

Materials:  One month’s worth of newspaper (Obituary/birth section only) Ask the librarian if you do not 

                         subscribe to the paper in your area.

      
       Initial starting population for their area (A Google search should be able to yield this figure.)

                     Calculator


       Graph paper

 Procedure: Pick one day for which they will need to count the births and death for that day. Make sure each day in that month is done. Put the number of births and deaths in a data table on the board. Add up all the births for the month. Add up all the deaths for the month. Subtract the number of deaths for the month from the number of births for the month. Add or subtract the difference to the starting population to find the new population at the end of that time period. Find the % increase or decrease for that time period. Take the difference between the new population total and old and divide by the old total
(New population Total) – (Old Population Total) =  Percent Increase or Decrease for the time period
                 (Old Population Total)

Create a line graph, using one color for births and one color for deaths, for the month showing individual days on the X-axis for homework.
